April 12, 2005

Town Board Minutes

A regularly scheduled Town Board meeting was conducted on April 12, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg meeting room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilman



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilman



ANN LINDAU



Councilman



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilman

Also present:
J0-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller




EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *       

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *        

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Various Girl Scouts from the Hendrick Hudson School District led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. Girl Scout Spirit Day is April 16th and, in commemoration,  several scouts will be planting and beautifying the Kings Ferry area, bringing the message to the community how strong the Girl Scouts are in our community.

* * * * * * * * * *          

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto joined the Supervisor at the podium  He is a Lt. Colonel in the Army Reserves who last year served ten months in Iraq.  Commander Phil Silver came to the podium with his daughter Melanie who described a school project she has undertaken wherein she has adopted the 145th Maintenance Company, a National Guard unit currently serving in Iraq.  She is collecting items soldiers might need such as razors, socks, shaving cream, books, CDs.

She said when her father served there last year and  received these items from home, he said it made a real difference to him, especially the knowledge that people care.  Collection places are in place at Blue Mountain Middle School, Furnace Woods Elementary School, Maple Avenue delicatessen and Temple Israel of Northern Westchester located in Croton.

Supervisor Puglisi suggested that the Cortlandt Town Hall be added to the list of drop-off spots for supplies.

Commander Silver of the Naval Reserves said he served in Kuwait last year and was in a place where all electronics were available to him such as e-mail, telephone, cable television.  However, when they received something in a box from home, the personal touch made a huge difference.  He thanked everyone for their support.
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Lt. Col. Cerreto said you can’t imagine what it’s like when you’re in a place with no quality of life and a box from home arrives.  He said you didn’t even care what was in the box – just that it was from the USA.  Many lives will be touched by these thoughtful gifts.

Councilmember Cerreto then presented a Certificate of Award to Melanie Silver from Supervisor Puglisi and the Town Board, saying thanks for what she is doing.

On April 8th, the Supervisor visited the FDR Hospital in Montrose for the annual Recognition Day for ex-POWs, POWs and MIAs.  This very moving service is held in the VA chapel and attended by many veterans.

* *       

Town wide cleanup the week of April 29th is being coordinated by the Pride in Cortlandt Committee chaired by Dominick Volpe, assisted by the Town’s Department of Environmental Services.

* *     

Several months ago Councilmember Frank Farrell suggested the Town look into the purchase of hydro-cars as an energy saving measure.  She said the Town followed through and has purchased some vehicles that Councilman Farrell will discuss during the Town Board reports section of this meeting.  Two staff members will be utilizing these vehicles, Jeff Tkacs, Homeland Safety and Security Coordinator and John Palmietto, Recreation Supervisor.  They save energy and fuel and the Town is happy to do its part in this conservation.

* *      

Supervisor Puglisi said the Town is very hopeful that the federal government will continue Community Development Block Grants.  We have written to our representatives stating this since it is an important part of us doing so many projects.  Over the years of this administration the Town has been fortunate to receive about 5 Million Dollars in block grants, many of which require matching funds, enabling us to build playgrounds, do road improvements and a lot of other construction work.

* * * * *      

HOMELAND SAFETY & SECURITY

Jeff Tkacs reported that on April 19th, 7 P.M., an organizational orientation meeting will be held in the Meeting Room for the next recruitment class of volunteers for our Disaster Group, a group of local citizens who would activate the trailer that the Town purchased in 2003.  If there were a disaster requiring the establishment of a shelter in Town, this would be the team of volunteers that would be utilized to get the shelter operational.  Cable Access Channel 78 will continue to air a videotape of an exercise performed last September.  Additional information may be obtained by calling J. Tkacs at 734-2029 or by checking the Homeland Security section of the Town’s website.

* * * * * * * * * *        

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *       
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilwoman Ann Lindau said a revised date for the Conservation Advisory Council celebration is scheduled for May 14 between 10 A.M. and 2 P.M. at Town Hall.  There will be various conservation related exhibits and refreshments will be served.

* *       

Lieutenant John Rabinowitz from the 145th Maintenance Company told how everyone in the “forward” location appreciates letters and gifts from home.  It’s hard work and not a great place to be.

* *     

Councilmember John Sloan said the Sustainable Development Study has been in the newspaper off and on for seven years.  A meeting was held with Peekskill and Yorktown officials a few weeks ago.  The three municipalities are looking to get more tangible results and, to that end, will be meeting periodically throughout the year to talk about ways in which municipal cooperation can be improved.  Tonight there is an expenditure of Three Thousand Dollars which is Cortlandt’s part of keeping up the various data from traffic analysis that has been accumulated.  We continue to reinforce the notion that if not a grand scale as had been originally envisioned, there could be more done on a local level to at least try to communicate our problems, if not solve them.

The Cortlandt Community Coalition that was started a year ago with the mission of trying to reduce significantly underage drinking met yesterday.  We work very closely with both the State and County Police and they attend our meetings.  There are two projects coming up;  one is that we’re going to be asking restaurants that vend alcoholic beverages to have a card on the table asking parents not to order an alcoholic beverage for their underage child.  We also are going to show a docu/drama movie entitled “Stone Cold,” a very realistic movie with regard to underage drinking.  There will also be a panel discussion as part of this, immediately following the movie.

Councilman John Sloan expressed pleasure at being able to represent Cortlandt at Lakeland High School’s fiftieth anniversary celebration.

* *      

Councilmember Farrell said he was gratified that the Town took up on his suggestion to purchase a couple of hybrid vehicles for use by Town staff.  If they meet our requirements, perhaps more may be purchased in the future.  The saving of fuels and conservation has got to play a more prominent role in our energy policy.  Production of oil is due to peak within this decade and it seems that we hear too little on how we can save and make what we have last longer.  He said he’s glad that Cortlandt is playing a small part in leading the way. Not only do these vehicles use less fuel, they pollute a lot less so there are a lot of benefits to this technology.

Last night the Town Board met with County Legislator George Oros and Richard Wishnie to discuss many issues that impact Cortlandt residents.  Among the many things that were discussed was sewage diversion.  We plan to meet with Yorktown again to work out how we can support everybody’s goal of having some claim on the capacity at the waste treatment plant and, also, on cleaning up the environment and discharge into the reservoir.  Also discussed was the Sportsmen’s Center.  There is a great deal of concern about all the lead at that site and the hazard it poses to ground water.  It’s taken about fifteen years for the federal government to approve a remediation plan

for that.
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

We’ve heard that they’ve awarded a contract for the cleanup of the site.  We’ve also heard that there’s going to be increased usage of the site which is very troubling.  County legislators assured us that is not the case, they just intend to clean up the lead, improve the drainage and parking.  Councilman Farrell thanked them for their assurance and expressed appreciation for their commitment to keeping the use of the Sportsmen’s Center as is.  

At the meeting with County legislators the bus strike was discussed as was the Westchester Medical Center.  There is a resolution on tonight’s agenda in support of utilizing the sales tax towards the financial problems of this institution.  The importance of this center to our community cannot be overstated and for that reason we need to keep it afloat.

Councilman Farrell said he had asked the board to remove from tonight’s agenda an item dealing with obtaining bids on intersection improvements on Oregon Road and Locust Avenue.  While this is a much needed improvement, there is a concern that these intersection improvements should not destroy the character of a historic area in our Town.  The matter will be referred to the Van Cortlandtville Historical Society for their recommendations and comments on modernizing the intersection for safety while retaining its character.

* *       

Councilmember Joe Cerreto had noting to say other than what he had reported on earlier.

* * * * * * * * * *         

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the March 15, 2005 Town Board meeting be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto   seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *          

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing to consider amending Local Law No. 2-04 to provide for a five day tax collection extension for eligible senior citizens.

(A complete transcript of the following Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order and asked the Town Attorney for a brief overview.

T. Wood, Esq., said this Local Law pertains to any senior citizen who has an income eligible exemption on their assessment and would grant them five additional days to pay their real estate taxes without penalty.

There was no one further wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  All voted AYE. 

* * * * *      
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau then moved for adoption of the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 145–05 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of providing for a five day tax collection extension for eligible senior citizens.

* *        

LOCAL LAW NO. 2–05 – RE:  Provide for a five day tax collection extension for eligible senior citizens.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *         

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following documents be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.

AMENDED:  Receive and file bids opened on April 1, 2005 for intersection improvements at Westbrook Drive/Red Mill Road/Oregon Road.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said we hope to be awarding this at our May 17 Town Board meeting.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved the following reports be received and filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

2004 annual Planning Board report.

February, 2005 – Receiver of Taxes.

March, 2005 -      Receiver of Taxes, DOTS/Water Division, DES/Office for the     



      Aging, Purchasing Department, Town Justices, Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Sloan moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Letter from the Supervisor and Town Board to U.S. Senators Hillary Clinton and Charles Schumer urging Senate support of the Transportation Bill which has been approved by Congress.

* *      
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Letter from the Supervisor and Town Board to Westchester County with respect to the increased use and activity at the Sportsmen’s Center stating our concern with their lack of notification.

Discussion:  As Councilmember Farrell noted, Supervisor Puglisi said the County legislators assured us there will be no increased use of the Sportsmen’s Center, but they will be doing reclamation of the land.

* *       

Memo from the Receiver of Taxes requesting a resolution requiring a tax sign-off prior to the merger of parcels.

RESOLUTION NO. 146–05 – RE: Require a tax sign-off from the Receiver of Taxes prior to any and all mergers of parcels within the Town.

* *       

In-Rem deposits and offers to purchase collected at the sale held on March 24, 2005.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Cerreto moved the following documents be received and ordered filed, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Lindau: 

Petition from residents of Northridge Road with respect to repaving.  Refer, also, to DES and DOTS.

* *      

Memo from the Supervisor with respect to registered sex offenders’ notifications, as amended  Authorize a letter to be sent to federal and state officials urging uniform federal notification laws regarding sex offenders.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said there will be a link on the Towns’ website so everyone can see where and who any sex offenders are who are residing in our community.  She believes very strongly that there needs to be a uniform national rules and regulations oversite and review so that each state is doing the same thing.

* *      

Various documents from Councilwoman Ann Lindau regarding a proposed Local Law providing a tax exemption for certain volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers.  Refer to the Legal Department and the Comptroller.  AMENDED to also the Assessor and the Receiver of Taxes.

Discussion:  Councilman Farrell suggested this be amended to also include the Receiver of Taxes.

Councilmember Lindau stated how important it is for us to have volunteer local firefighters and this is one of the things recommended at the recent Association of Towns seminars as a way to help the firefighters by reducing property taxes.

* *    
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Summary report with respect to CDBG funding received by the Town of Cortlandt since 1976.

* *       

E-mail from Patricia Ceglio with respect to speeding issues on Dutch Street in Montrose.  Refer to DES and police departments.

* *     

Letter dated April 3, 2005 from Ivars Irbe with respect to issues on Cynthia Road.  Refer, also, to DES and police departments.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this Town Board meeting are to be found transcribed and affixed to the end of this document.)

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell: 

RESOLUTION NO. 147–05 – RE:  Appoint two laborer helpers in the Department of Environmental Services.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the two gentlemen are Anthony DeSantes and Joshua DiNardo.  They have been seasonals in the past, have gone through an interview committee and have been recommended for employment.  They live in our community and we are delighted to have them.  Supervisor Puglisi introduced the men and welcomed them to the Town team.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 148–05 – RE:  Appoint two seasonals to DES to assist with in-house courtyard improvements.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 149–05 – RE:  Amend the Temporary Service List.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 150–05 – RE:  Authorize the Town Board to seek Lead Agency status with respect to a proposed zoning amendment for Conservation Recreation Open Space (CROS) and Public Recreation Open Space (PROS).  Cancel the Public Hearing scheduled for May 17, 2005.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this would more than likely be rescheduled for the June meeting and the Town will seek Lead Agency.

* *     
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 151–05 – RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with respect to sustainable development with the City of Peekskill and the Town of Yorktown.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 152–05 – RE:  Support the Westchester County Medical Center.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 153–05 – RE:  Authorize certain DES staff to attend the annual highway training school.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.  154–05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to apply for New York State Environmental Protection funding with respect to water quality improvements.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 155–05 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to seek bids with respect to Brownfield redemption at the Overlook in Verplanck.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO.  156–05 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to enter into a professional service agreement with respect to surveying services and the Westchester Mall Drainage District.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 157–05 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to enter into a professional service agreement for design services with respect to the Route 9A sidewalk project in the area of Springvale Inn.

* *     

REMOVED - Authorize DOTS to enter into an agreement with Westchester County with respect to water service to the Ash Pit.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 158–05 – RE:  AMENDED:   Authorize the Director of DOTS to advertise for bids for drainage work in the area of Meahagh Park subject to soil investigation results.

* *    
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 159–05 – RE:  AMENDED:  Receive and file the plan for Locust Avenue and Oregon Road intersection improvements and refer to the Van Cortlandtville Historical Society and adjacent property owners.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 160–05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 342-04 with respect to a contract for design services for the Cortlandt Lake Dam.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 161–05 – RE:  Apply to the Preservation League of NYS for a 2005 Preserve New York grant with respect to a cultural resource survey of the Town’s historic roads and stone walls.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 162–05 – RE:  Authorize an agreement with respect to repairs to the Charles Cook Park tennis courts.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 163–05 – RE:  Adopt an Order and Consent with respect to the dedication of Westbrook Court.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 164-04 – RE: Release security in the amounts of $15,000 and $6,500 with respect to Westbrook Court. (As amended).

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 165–05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for May 17, 2005 to consider CDBG funding applications for the 2006-2008 cycle.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked the committee who works on the Block Grant preparations, in particular Mr. Chris Kehoe of DOTS/Planning.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 166–05 – RE:  Release security in the amount of $7,500 with respect to Bethel-Springvale.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Correspondence:

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following documents be received and filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Letter dated April 4, 2005 from Drusilla Lovecky with respect to stormwater drainage issues on Quaker Ridge Road.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

* *     

Letter dated April 2, 2005 from Patricia Hurlman with respect to drainage on Meadow Road.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

* *     

Presentation and proposal from Councilmember John Sloan with respect to the use of Interactive Tablet PCs.

* *      

Letter dated April 6, 2005 from Rose Hamilton with respect to the blinking traffic light on Westbrook Drive.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *       

Letter from Eugene and Karlene Bryan requesting repairs to Chardonnay Road.  Refer, also, to DES and the Legal Department.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Resolutions:

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO.  167–05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to enter into an agreement with Stephen Coleman with respect to an environmental analysis of Lake Meahagh.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO.  168–05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to solicit proposals for modification to Benedict Pond discharge structure.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 169–05 – RE:  Authorize an agreement with respect to drainage repairs on Memorial Drive.

* *      
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

RESOLUTION NO.  170–05 – RE:  Authorize the Town to subscribe to a Department of Motor Vehicle Service with respect to license suspension notices.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *     

HEARING of CITIZENS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *           

ADJOURNMENT

Supervisor Puglisi said the meeting will be adjourned in memory of Joseph Isabella who served on the Town’s Planning Board for many years, as well as two retired employees, Mr. Nicholas Criniti and Mr. George Turner.

Everyone rose and observed a minute of silence in respect of their memories.

Councilmember Farrell moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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